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PARTNER SEARCH FORM

GEOTHERMAL MAPPING PROJECT
Name of local authority/organisation looking for partner:

Manchester Enterprises Ltd

Type of organisation (if not local authority):

Economic Development Agency for Greater Manchester, UK

Name of contact person:

Steve Turner

Position: 

Head of Carbon Economy
Email:

steve.turner@manchester-enterprises.co.uk
Telephone:

+44 (0)161 237 4417

Mobile:

+34 (0)7912 774099
Website

http://www.manchester-enterprises.com/
Background

The Manchester City Region recently commissioned Deloitte to look at the impacts of climate change policy on economic growth (‘The economic impact of EU and UK Climate Change legislation on Manchester City Region’). This study, which is the first of its kind in the world, highlights the significant economic benefits and competitive advantages to a city region of investing in low and zero carbon energy sources.

In recent months a number of private sector developers in Manchester have come forward looking to utilise geothermal heat sources for the provision of heating needs. Initial examination of borehole data suggests that there is substantial potential to make use of this resource by drilling to depths of 3.5 km. Further feasibility studies are now needed to give a clearer indication of the potential at particular locations – these studies will provide certainty of the geothermal capacity available. Although there is some interest in this renewable resource, knowledge of its capacity and capability is still largely unknown amongst public sector policy makers and private sector developers in Europe.

Purpose of the Project

The purpose of this project proposal is to examine the geothermal potential within EU city regions and use the results as a tool to overcome the knowledge barriers that exist amongst public sector policy makers and private sector developers.

Proposed Approach

Phase one – develop an agreed approach amongst partners to mapping geothermal capacity

Phase two – undertake mapping of geothermal capacity

Phase three – publish results of mapping exercise in GIS format

Phase four – use results of mapping study to develop planning policy guidance to support and encourage development

Phase five – raise awareness of capacity and capability amongst developers through workshops, exchange visits and existing demonstration projects

Key Outputs

· Geothermal mapping development tool

· GIS based application showing geothermal capacity

· Geothermal focussed planning policies

· Exemplar geothermal demonstration projects

Key Outcomes

· Improved understanding of capacity and capability of geothermal power amongst key decision makers and investors

· Improved ability and confidence to access geothermal resources

· Improved economic potential for city regions

Partners

Manchester Enterprises is looking for partners from other European city regions (including development agencies, local government authorities, climate change agencies, etc) who are interested in exploring geothermal heat for the provision of heating needs.

Funding programme under which project will be submitted:

Manchester Enterprises would like to explore the opportunities emerging from the Seventh Framework Energy Programme, Intelligent Energy, Life+ and the INTERREG IVB programme.

