Project: Comenius – Multilateral Projects.

Theme: early learning of the foreign language (the precise title is not yet available).
Background: within the European Union it emerges the tendency to guarantee the learning of the foreign language at the first steps of the educational development of the person. Generally, the starting phase coincides with the primary school. Pedagogical studies have shown that there is a true opportunity for anticipating at the pre-school phase the beginning of this process. Furthermore, at the moment there is a low level of incidence on the total amount of time dedicated to the learning of the foreign language. It should be appropriate, therefore, to increase this time and, however, to make it more regular and continuous. 
Objectives and contents: the Project aims at spreading the pre-school learning of the foreign language. The pre-school education, in fact, seeks to favour the familiarization of the child (3/6 years) with the school. In this view, it has to follow and guide the scholar about the comprehension of the school dynamics and of the various matters treated within the primary education.

In particular, the Project aims at: 
· sensitizing the child about a language other than its one;

· creating awareness about the existence of different ways of expression and of different cultural habits;

· creating listening habits regarding a second language so as to increase le level of willingness to the understanding and learning of the second language;

· favouring the oral exercitation to build an attitude to pronounce the typical phonemes of the foreign language.

The Project, articulated into, at least, 3 phases, will integrate the learning of the foreign language with other typical activities of the kindergarten. This is a fundamental issue to the facilitation of the child in the learning process: the linguistic education, in fact, should have an advantage deriving from the use of techniques of non-verbal language considered as practical instruments for doing and communicating and, not only, as study object.  

The foreign language will be taught through activities of kind: ludic-recreative, manipulative, graphical, musical, motor activities. The Project provides for the attempt to facilitate the learning of the foreign language trough the movement: the body in movement becomes linguistic expression. 

An essential aspect for carrying out the activities of the Project is the training of the involved teachers, who will have the opportunity to exploit a shared didactical methodology and to realize a mutual exchange of the acquired know-how.

The same activities will be carried out by each Project Partner on the basis of a common methodology. The Project also provides for an activity concerning the mobility of students and teachers for the realization of common experiences and for the transfer, thanks to practical activities, of the knowledge and practices. 

The Project provides for a communication and results dissemination plan: publication on multimedia support of the realized works; creation of correspondent digital contents: organization of demonstration workshops with the participation of the families of the involved students and, potentially, of the local communities. 

The experimented methodologies will constitute an appropriate know-how available for who intends, at the European level, to treat the problem of early learning of the foreign language. This aspect guarantees the medium-long term sustainability of the initiative.

Target groups: pupils of the kindergarten (pre-school education). For the Municipality of Teramo, the main target groups are pupils, teachers and the other personnel of the “Scuola dell’infanzia comunale «Vittorio Emanuele»”. In particular, the main beneficiaries will be the pupils 5/6 years of age. 

Minimum of the Partnership: at least 3 Partners from at least 3 States.

Maximum duration: 3 years.

Financial maximum: € 400.000.

UE co-funding: max 75% - max € 300.000.
Maximum self-funding: € 100.000.
Deadline: 26 February 2010.

