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Some Key Events 
 

January: 
Jan 11th: European Parliament votes to extend the PEACE programme for two years to the end of 2006 
Jan 31st: Luxembourg Presidency set out to reach an agreement on the Financial Perspectives and request priorities 

from the Member States in terms of the future of EU Structural Funds 
 
February: 
Feb 2nd: Commission adopts proposals for relaunching the Lisbon Strategy (‘Jobs and growth: A new start for the 

Lisbon strategy’) 
 
March 
Mar 4th: Commission conference on ‘Cohesion and the Lisbon Agenda: the role of the regions’ 
Mar 23rd: European Council adopts the revised Lisbon Strategy for Growth and Jobs 
 
April 
April 5th: Commission adopts proposals for an economic restructuring programme for 2007-2013, including a ‘Growth 
Adjustment Fund’ 
April 6th: Commission adopts proposals for two Framework Programmes, on Research and Competitiveness and 
Innovation, for the period 2007-2013 
April 6th:  European Parliament/Committee of the Regions conference adopts declaration on funding for EU cohesion 
policy for the period 2007-2013 
April 7th: EUROSTAT publish the latest statistics on regional GDP levels 
April 12th: Commission adopts integrated guidelines on employment and growth for the period 2005-2008 
April 13th: Committee of the Regions adopts its Opinion on the Commission’s Structural Funds proposals for 2007-2013 
April 14th: Commission revises the eligibility of regions for Structural Funding 
April 25th: New compromise proposal on EU Financial Perspectives, tabled by Luxembourg Presidency 
 
May 
May 17th: Commission publishes the ‘State of the Regions’ report (third progress report on cohesion) 
May 19th: Luxembourg Presidency produces a second compromise proposal on the Financial Perspectives 
May 20th: Committee of the Regions Summit of Regions and Cities in Wroclaw, Poland. 
May 20th – 21st: Informal Regional Policy Council discusses first draft of the Commission’s proposed strategic 
guidelines on priorities for the Structural Funds for 2007-2013 
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June: 
June 3rd: Commissioner Hubner signs the operational programme extending the PEACE programme to the end of 2006 
June 8th: European Parliament adopts report on financial perspectives, calling for a budget of 1.18% of GNI 
June 7th:  Commission publishes its State Aid Action Plan 
June 14th: Luxembourg Presidency produces another proposal on the Financial Perspectives 
June 17th: European Council fails to agree the Financial Perspectives for 2007-2013 
June 19th: Council reaches political agreement on Rural Development Regulation, subject to confirmation of financing in 
the context of the Financial Perspectives 
 

July:  
July 5th  Commission publishes draft Strategic Guidelines for the Structural Funds and opens consultation 
July 6th: European Parliament adopts its reports on the Structural Fund Regulations 
July 15th: European Commission publishes revised proposals on Regional State Aid Guidelines and opens consultation 
July 18th: Commission publishes Strategic Guidelines for Rural Development 
July 20th: Commission adopts ‘Community Lisbon Programme’ outlining measures at Community level to complement 
member states’ national reform programmes for promoting economic growth and job creation 
 

September: 
Sept: UK Presidency proposes new compromise texts to the Structural Fund regulations 
Sept: UK Presidency starts series of bi-lateral meetings with Member States on the Financial Perspectives 
Sept 19th: Council formally adopts the Rural Development Regulation for 2007-2013 
 
October: 
Oct 10th–13th:Open Days – European Week of Regions and Cities Commission Hubner announces new initiatives 
Oct 13th:  Commission adopts proposals for two new instruments (JASPERS and JEREMIE) to facilitate more effective 
use of the Structural Funds in support of Lisbon objectives  
Oct 20th European Commission outlines five proposals to re-launch the negotiations on the Financial Perspectives 
Oct: Ireland submits its National Reform Plan to the European Commission 
 
November: 
Nov 7th: General Affairs Council discusses the Financial Perspectives 
 
December: 
Dec 5th: UK Presidency produces its proposal for the Financial Perspectives 
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