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FUNDING, 
NETWORKING & 
PROJECTS 
 
Technical assistance for local 
energy investment  
 
The shape of the ELENA (European 
Local ENergy Assistance) facility has 
been clarified. This joint European 
Commission and European Investment 
Bank (EIB) initiative is to provide �15 
million in 2010 (through the Intelligent 
Energy Europe programme) for technical 
assistance actions associated with local 
authority undertakings which lay the 
groundwork for and mobilise further 
investment in large-scale sustainable 
energy activities. 
 
ELENA support is intended to partly 
cover the costs necessary in preparing 
for viable long-term investment projects 
and programmes relating to the 
upgrading of public and private buildings, 
district heating networks, and 
environmentally-friendly transport. The 
support is especially intended to help  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
local authorities to realise the ambitions 
underpinning their own Sustainable 
Energy Action Plans � a prerequisite for 
membership of the Covenant of Mayors 
which recently welcomed its 1000th 
signatory. 
 
Actions which may be supported include 
energy audits, investment identification, 
feasibility and market studies, business 
plans, programme/plan development, 
and assembling suitable external 
financing arrangements. The ultimate 
large-scale investments that emerge may 
possibly be financed by loans from the 
EIB or other sources. 
 
Further information 

Covenant of Mayors 

Brochure 
 
 
Call: Interreg IVC  
 
Interreg IVC has opened a call restricted 
to Capitalisation Projects including Fast 
Track Projects, only. This will require 
applications based on the transfer of 
recognised good practices into Structural 
Funds programmes � therefore requiring 
that they are put together in consultation 
with the relevant Managing Authority 
(BMW/S&E Regional Assembly or Dept. 
of Enterprise, Trade & Employment). A 
minimum of 6 partners from different 
countries is required. Project budgets 
should range from �1-2 million. 
 
The IRO has received partner search 
requests relating to: 
• Social Economy and micro-

financial services to support the 
development of local/regional 
strategies for employment and 
enterprise development; 

• Tackling young people�s welfare 
by looking for ways to enhance their  
inclusion into the labour market and 
wider social participation; and 

• Beyond GDP: Measuring the 
sustainable development impact of 
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Operational Programmes at 
local/regional level. 

Please notify us of your interest in 
pursuing these requests by 20 January. 
 
Further information 
Deadline: 5 March 2010.  
 
 
Call: International Development 
issues for local authorities 
 
A call for proposals was opened on 1 
December for European local and 
regional authorities to involve themselves 
in international development issues. This 
may include actions taking place within 
the EU (public awareness initiatives on 
development issues and development 
education; or coordination and 
networking activities) as well as in the 
Developing World. Approximately �27.3 
million in support is available. A two-
stage selection process applies: firstly 
applicants will need to send a concept 
note by 25 February 2010, successful 
projects will then be requested to submit 
a full application package. 
 
Further information 
 
 
Upcoming Call: ICT-PSP 
 
The next call for proposalS under the ICT 
Policy Support Programme is due to be 
launched at the beginning of January 
with a likely closure in June. Six themes 
will be covered with the emphasis being 
on the needs of public entities. An 
Information Day is scheduled for 
Brussels on 14 January. 
 
Draft 2010 Work Programme 
 
 
Upcoming Calls: Freedom, 
Security & Justice programmes 
 
The 2010 calls for proposals for 
transnational projects (grants to support 
one-off actions which are over and above 
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