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FUNDING, 
NETWORKING & 
PROJECTS 
 
Flood Relief 
 
The devastating flooding across parts of 
Ireland has brought the issue of EU 
funding into stark perspective. Each year 
the EU sets aside €1 billion for the 
Solidarity Fund (EUSF) to retrospectively 
meet a small proportion of the costs 
associated with emergency operations 
undertaken by public authorities to 
alleviate damage caused by major 
natural disasters. 
 
The following activities may qualify:  
• Immediate infrastructure restoration; 
• Temporary accommodation and 

emergency services;  
• Securing of prevention 

infrastructures  
• Protection of cultural heritage;  
• Clean-up operations.  
This is limited to non-insurable damage. 
 
The fund (proper) only kicks in once 
damage entails costs above a certain  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
threshold having been incurred. For 
Ireland (based on reported national 
income), this figure is set at €972.729 
million. Eligible damage costs below this 
may be aided at a 2.5% rate while costs 
beyond that can be reimbursed at 6%.  
 
However, even if this level of expense is 
not reached, €75 of the annual budget 
has been ring-fenced for circumstances 
“where a region has been affected by an 
extraordinary disaster, mainly a natural 
one, affecting the major part of its 
population, with serious and lasting 
repercussions on living conditions and 
the economic stability of the region.” This 
mechanism has been deployed in 
relation to severe flooding on a number 
of occasions in recent years: providing 
aid (at the 2.5% rate) to a value of 
€11.78m for Romania (2009), € 8.25m 
for Slovenia (2008), € 9.3m for Greece 
(2007) and € 20.35m for Bulgaria (2007). 
 
Crucially the application, which is tabled 
by the national government, must be 
made within 10 weeks of the first 
reported damage occurring. According to 
available figures, having dealt with the 
June Italian earthquake and January’s 
hurricane damage in France, €385m 
remains in the 2009 reserve including 
€63.22m for extraordinary regional 
disasters.  
 
More information 
 
 
Call: Third Country Nationals 
and Refugees 
 
The separate 2009 Calls for applications 
to the European Integration Fund (EIF) 
and European Refugee Fund (ERF) have 
been launched. EIF supports efforts 
made in enabling third-country nationals 
of different economic, social, cultural, 
religious, linguistic and ethnic 
backgrounds to fulfill the conditions of 
residence and to facilitate their 
integration into society. ERF supports 
and encourages the efforts made by the  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Member States in the reception of 
refugees, asylum seekers and displaced 
persons. Local Authorities, Urban 
Partnerships and Integrated Local 
Development Companies are eligible for 
support as are Community & Voluntary 
and NGO organisations. These funds are 
administered in Ireland by Pobal on 
behalf of the Office of the Minister for 
Integration (OMI). Regional information 
sessions on the two calls will be held in 
the new year: 
• 11 January, Kilkenny 
• 13 January, Dublin  
• 14 January, Sligo 
• 19 January, Limerick. 
 
Pobal  

Contact: rtierney@pobal.ie or 
cflanagan@pobal.ie  

Annual Work Programmes 2009: 

Integration Fund  

Refugee Fund  

Deadlines: 26 February 2010 
 
 
Call: Maritime transport routes 
and port hinterlands  
 
Port authorities may be interested in a 
joint short-sea shipping routes call for 
proposals for ‘Motorways of the Sea’  
projects. The purpose of this initiative is 
to improve existing inter-port freight 
transport logistics routes or to establish 
new viable and regular maritime 
connections in the (wider) North Sea 
which links Ireland with Belgium, 
Denmark, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Sweden, the UK and Norway. At a 
minimum, proposals should include the 
development of equipment or 
infrastructure (e.g. hinterland access 
roads) in ports situated in at least two of 
these countries. Public and private 
interests (e.g. transport operators) should 
be involved. The projects selected under 
this process will have priority status to 
take part in the April 2010 Trans-
European Transport Network (TEN-T) 
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http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/funds/solidar/solid_en.htm 
http://www.pobal.ie/Funding%20Programmes/integration/Pages/Funding.aspx
http://ec.europa.eu/justice_home/funding/integration/docs/awp_integration_2009_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/justice_home/funding/refugee/docs/awp_refugee_2009_en.pdf
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call for proposals which may co-finance 
studies, infrastructure or the setting up of 
fleet management systems.  
 
More information 
 
 
Micro-finance fund advances 
 
A Commission plan to create a micro-
finance facility to help people at risk of 
losing their jobs to start their own micro-
enterprises was backed in principle by 
the European Parliament in early 
November, although the funding 
arrangements remain undecided. Under 
this initiative, the Commission had 
proposed to make €100m in support 
available to provide eligible candidates 
with loans of up to €25,000. This budget 
was to be sourced from a reallocation 
from the Progress fund for employment, 
social affairs and equal opportunities. 
 
The Parliament Employment and Social 
Affairs Committee‘s report on the matter 
recommends a €50 m increase on the 
allocation and holding off on any 
definitive decision in regard to the use of 
the Progress fund, pending investigation 
of the possibility of establishing a 
separate budget line for these purposes. 
MEPs have also called for clarification 
that the future fund would not replicate 
existing SME liquidity initiatives such as 
Jeremie and Jasmine at EU-level, or 
indeed, national, regional and local level 
equivalents.  
 
 
Lifelong Learning website 
 
The Executive Agency for Education, 
Audiovisual & Culture has launched a 
new website on the EU Lifelong Learning 
programme, providing clearer and 
updated information on the programme 
as well as useful summaries on the 
funding opportunities available including 
the call launched in October. 
 
More information 
 
 
Project: South Tipperary water 
management  
 
South Tipperary County Council and 
Waterways Ireland are among the 
partners in a newly-approved Interreg 4C 
project. Waterways Forward aims to 
improve the management of inland 
waterways and the regions adjacent to 
them by promoting an integrated, 
sustainable and participatory approach.  
 

The partners, public authorities and other 
relevant institutions from 12 European 
countries, will each bring forward good 
practices and share their experiences as 
part of the joint design of 
recommendations for management 
models and regional action plans to 
implement these in particular 
circumstances: including the River Suir 
as far inland as Clonmel. The models are 
intended to create a sound basis for 
devising and applying policies to boost 
the all-round socio-economic 
development of such waterways areas in 
a balanced manner while respecting the 
environment. 
 
Only 10 percent of all submitted projects 
have been approved under this particular 
call. The next call for proposals will open 
on 9 December but will be dedicated 
exclusively to Capitalisation Projects 
focusing specifically on the transfer of 
already existing good practices into 
Structural Funds Regional Programmes. 
A further call for the more standard 
Regional Initiative Projects has been 
confirmed to be opened in late 2010. 
This is likely to be targeted on particular 
themes. 
 
Interreg IVC 
 
 
Project: Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown urban rehabilitation  
 
SURE is a newly-approved URBACT II 
Thematic Network involving Dún 
Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council and 
local authorities from Hungary, Cyprus, 
Finland and Portugal. The network’s 
overall objective is to enhance 
sustainable growth by focusing on the 
diversification of local economies in 
areas of medium-sized cities where a few 
economic sectors tend to dominate 
disproportionately.  
 
This is to be achieved by developing an 
integrated socio-economic urban 
rehabilitation model based on heightened 
community involvement, to complement 
ongoing physical renewal efforts, in 
deprived residential and partly industrial 
urban areas. The intention is to use the 
network as an opportunity to build the 
capacity of community leaders, partners 
and stakeholders in disadvantaged areas 
- mainly in terms of enterprise 
development and local employment - and 
to draw up community-led Local Action 
Plans to coordinate the harnessing of 
existing services, proper targeting of 
local needs, and attracting required 
investment.  Loughlinstown and 
Shanganagh, which have been 

designated by the national RAPID urban 
regeneration framework programme, are 
the target districts in the Irish case.  
 
The initial Development Phase, including 
completing baseline studies, building 
stakeholder involvement and developing 
a detailed methodology, runs until May 
2010 whereupon results will be evaluated 
to determine the appropriateness to 
proceed to the Implementation Phase 
where partners would exchange and 
work together to each develop full Local 
Action Plans. 
 
 DLR County Council has previous 
Interreg experience through Southside 
Partnership’s involvement in the North 
West Europe SPAN (Strategic Planning 
Action Network) project to review 
engagement and participation in physical 
planning processes and in local 
governance structures. 
 
SURE 

List of newly approved URBACT 
networks  
Note: All require additional partners by 
May 2010 – contact the lead partner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
NEWS & POLICY 
  
 
‘2020 Strategy’ Consultation  
 
The process of formulating a successor 
to the current Lisbon Strategy for Growth 
and Jobs in order to greatly shape the 
future direction of EU policy-making over 
the next decade moved a step closer on 
24 November with the launch by the 
Commission of a consultation on what’s 
being called the ‘EU 2020’ Strategy. 
Interested parties are being asked to 
contribute their views on the best ways to 
provide a new framework for creating 
and consolidating economic recovery by 
delivering greener and more socially 
inclusive growth (a “sustainable social 
market economy”) where prosperity can 
flow from knowledge, innovation and 
better use of resources. 

Other recent calls: 
www.iro.ie/funding/news/funding_c
alls/  

Partner Searches received by 
the IRO from other regions: 
www.iro.ie/funding/news/partner_se
arches/  

http://www.dma.dk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Nyheder/2009/open-call-for-tender-ns-mos-091109.pdf
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/llp/index_en.php
http://urbact.eu/fileadmin/Documents/TN_SURE.pdf
http://urbact.eu/fileadmin/corporate/Official_documents/List_of_the_URBACT_II_projects_approved_by_the_Monitoring_Committee_on_November_241_1_.pdf
http://www.interreg4c.eu/
www.iro.ie/funding/news/funding_calls/
www.iro.ie/funding/news/partner_searches/


http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/secretariat_general/eu2020/consultation_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/strategies/2009_future_of_transport_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/051-64747-322-11-47-909-20091118IPR64746-18-11-2009-2009-false/default_sl.htm


http://www.eurocities.eu/main.php?content=http://www.eurocities.eu/include/lib/sql_news_card.php?id=1625
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2009:0622:FIN:EN:PDF
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/egovernment/conferences/malmo_2009/press/ministerial-declaration-on-egovernment.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/eeurope/i2010/docs/benchmarking/egov_benchmark_2009.pdf
http://prtr.ec.europa.eu/


http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/educ/111526.pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/09/st15/st15658.en09.pdf
https://toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=%5C%5Cisis%5Cdfs%5Cesp_public%5Ccdr%5Cecos-iv%5Cdossiers%5Cecos-iv-039%5CEN%5CCDR273-2009_PA_EN.doc
http://www.habitact.eu/
http://www.feantsa.org/code/en/hp.asp
http://www.cor.europa.eu/COR_cms/ui/ViewDocument.aspx?contentid=f580adf3-3afd-4baf-9d60-bf0f895bb3fe
http://www.cor.europa.eu/COR_cms/ui/ViewDocument.aspx?contentid=7ba5adf9-05fb-4158-ba5a-b808d7d41f44
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&newsId=650&furtherNews=yes

