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FUNDING

Energy Actions Plans (ISEAPs) for the
applicant islands; development of a set of
ready-to-finance and bankable
investment projects based on renewable
energy sources/energy efficiency
(RES/EE); and public relations
campaigns to involve residents in their
island s strategy may be considered for
support.

Deadline: 29 May
http.//ec.europa.eu/energy/sustainable/gr
ants/doc/2009/2009 tren-prep-2009-d3-

islands.pdf

Competitive & sustainable
tourism

This DG Enterprise grant action under
the  Competitiveness &  Innovation
programme aims to support the
competitiveness  of  networks  of
destinations at local and regional level so
as to create a favourable framework for
tourism sustainability. This is to be
achieved by improving cooperation on
relevant  issues  through  tourism
networks, increasing the level of
awareness of enterprises about good
practices, and fostering sustainability-
driven innovation in the tourism sector.
Deadline: 20 May
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newsroom/
cf/document.cfm?action=display&doc id
=2599&userservice id=1&request.id=0

Island energy strategies

The European Commission, DG for
Energy & Transport, is launching a call
for proposals under FP7 Energy and the
Intelligent Energy Europe programme to
award grants for preparatory actions
relating to sustainable energy on islands.
Actions to define, develop and implement
medium to long-term Island Sustainable

Eco-Innovation

A call for eco-innovation projects has
been opened under the Entrepreneurship
& Innovation programme (EIP) targeting
organisations that have developed an
environmental product, service,
management practice or process which
has a proven track record but which has
experienced barriers to full market
penetration. Applications from SMEs are
particularly encouraged.

Deadline: 10 September
http.//ec.europa.eu/environment/eco-
innovation/call_en.htm

Anti-discrimination & diversity

Support is available under PROGRESS
to activities to promote diversity and
eradicate discrimination in the
implementation of national policy and
legislation. Projects may take the form of
training  activities; awareness-raising
events; identification  analysis; or
dissemination of good practices.
Deadline: 25 May

Contact: Niall McCutcheon/ Deirdre Ni
Neill, Department of Justice, Equality &
Law Reform
http.//ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServiet?do
cld=1907&langld=en

RegioStars

The Commissions DG Regio has
launched the 2010 RegioStars Awards
under the Regions for Economic Change
initiative to identify, disseminate and

communicate the best in innovative
practices funded through EU Cohesion
Policy. The themes selected for this year
are:
e Urban brownfield sites;
¢ Integration of migrants/marginalised
groups in urban areas;
ICT applications for e-inclusion;
e ICT applications by or for SMEs;
e Broadband coverage in less
developed regions/rural areas; and
e Websites of European added value.
Deadline: 17 July.
http://ec.europa.eu/regional policy/coope
ration/interregional/ecochange/regiostars
en.cfm?nmenu=4#2010

Other recent calls:

www.iro.ie/funding/news/funding ¢
alls/

Partner Searches received by
the IRO from other regions:
www.iro.ie/funding/news/partner_se
arches/

NEWS & POLICY

Less Favoured Areas criteria

The  European  Commission  has
published (21 April) a Communication,
"Towards a better targeting of the aid to
farmers in areas with natural handicaps'
which focuses on modifications to the
existing rural development support
scheme to Less Favoured Areas (LFAs).
Following efforts in 2005 to better focus
the thirty year-old scheme towards land
management objectives, especially on
areas where the threat of flight from the
land is most pronounced, Agriculture
Ministers were unable to agree on a
common LFA classification - specifically
the grey area of an intermediate zone
and the Commission was charged with
bringing forward recommendations for
the scheme s modification by 2010.
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