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FUNDING, NETWORKING & 
PROJECTS 

Call: Urban Development  

The third and final URBACT call for 
proposals was published on 9 December. 
This will support the creation of up to 19 
new transnational Thematic Networks to 
focus on fostering exchange and learning 
among European cities, drawing lessons, 
and building new tools and policies for an 
integrated and sustainable urban 
development. 8 topics in line with the 
Europe 2020 growth strategy are defined 
to be addressed by networks: 

Innovative Cities: 

1. Innovation & the knowledge economy 

2. Social innovation 

3. Employment & labour mobility 

4. Entrepreneurship 

Sustainable Cities: 

5. Low carbon & energy-efficient urban 
economies 

6. Urban planning performance & 
efficient public administration 

7. Active inclusion of specific groups 

Inclusive Cities: 

8. Regeneration of deprived 
neighbourhoods & combating poverty 

Work with local stakeholders to develop a 
Local Action Plan and improve policies in 
each participating city will be a key 
activity. Networks need to consider the 
following cross-cutting challenges:  

- How to manage urban development 
in the context of the economic and 
financial crisis; 

- How to foster integrated and 
sustainable approaches to urban 
development; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- How to develop efficient 
partnerships and multi-level 
governance processes. 

¦Ǉ ǘƻ ϵуллΣллл ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ 
approved network. Activities are to last 
up to 33 months. 

While a number of national information 
days have been scheduled, none is 
currently planned for Ireland. 

Deadline: 15 March 2012 

Further details  

 

Call: Public Health 

This Call for Joint Actions in the field of 
public health was published on 8 
December. It allows public or non-
governmental bodies, who are expressly 
mandated to do so by the relevant 
national authority (Department of Health) 
to participate in taking forward work on 
jointly identified issues. According to the 
provisions of the Work Programme 2012, 
joint actions should fall under the 
following areas for funding: 

- The impact on maritime transport of 
health threats;   

- HIV prevention; 

- Facilitating administrative 
collaboration on organ donation; 

- Forecasting health workforce 
needs for effective planning; 

- Mental health and well-being. 

The Irish authorities have currently 
indicated an interest in the country being 
involved in all fields except for the first 
one listed. 

Deadline: 9 March 2012 

Further details 

 

 

Articles inside:    

 

    Funding, Networking & Projects: 

Calls for Proposals:  

- Urban Development 

- Public Health 

Major local climate action element to 

next LIFE programme 

6 Irish fishing communities set for 

local development designation 

 

News & Policy: 

Public procurement revision: more 
autonomy for local authorities 

Service Concessions Directive  

New State Aid rules for Services of 
General Economic Interest 

Cohesion negotiations: Ministers 
emphasise territorial specificity 

ISLES study promotes offshore 
electricity grid link to Scotland 

Eco-Innovation Action Plan launched 

Stimulating investment in social 
enterprises 

McGowan report seeks cross-border 
action to reduce red tape 

Innovation Union ς first year 
achievements 

Local energy engagement 

Regiostars awards 

New web portal for local authority 
development work 

 

Events: 

Intelligent Energy Europe funding 

Global sustainable development 

 

. 

. 

Number 86, December 2011 

Produced by the Irish Regions Brussels Office  

in association with the Institute of Public Administration. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office (IRO)  

In association with the Institute of Public Administration (IPA) Administration (IPA)  

of Public Administration (IPA)  

EU News Bulletin 
The latest monthly EU opportunities, news & policy, publications and 
events of relevance to Irelandôs local and regional level.  

http://urbact.eu/fileadmin/Documents/URBACT_3rd_Call_0912.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/eahc/health/actions.html


 

EU News Bulletin No.88, December 2011 

                                                                                                                              www.iro.ie                                                                                    

 

 

 2 

 

 

 

 

Major local climate action element to 

next environment programme  

As it gets set to enter its third decade, the 

EU Financial Instrument for the 

Environment, currently known as LIFE+, 

could benefit from a budget amounting 

ǘƻ ϵоΦн ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ нлмп-2020 period 

if proposals tabled by the Commission on 

12 December are accepted by the 

European Parliament and Council. This 

represents in excess of a 50% increase on 

the current budget.  

¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŘǊŀŦǘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀ ΨΩ[LC9 

Programme for the Environment and 

/ƭƛƳŀǘŜ !ŎǘƛƻƴΩΩ ς indicating two separate 

sub-themes and a mandate which will 

now range across two Commission 

Directorates-General. This follows upon 

ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƘŀǎŜ 

among stakeholders towards a future 

programme. 

The larger sub-programme for 

Environment would operate according to 

a number oŦ ǎǘǊŀƴŘǎΥ ΨwŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ 9ŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΩ 

(more innovative solutions for better 

implementation of environment policy 

and integrating environmental objectives 

in other sectors)Τ Ψ.ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩ 

(developing best practices to halt loss and 

restore ecosystem services, while 

maintaining support for Natura 2000 

ǎƛǘŜǎύΤ ŀƴŘ ΨEnvironmental Governance & 

LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΩ όǘƻ promote knowledge 

sharing, dissemination of best practices, 

better compliance, and awareness-

raising). 

The Climate Action sub-programme 

represents a more radical departure and 

is set to account for approximately a 

quarter of the overall budget. Its focus 

Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ΨaƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΩ 

(efforts to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions)Τ Ω!ŘŀǇǘŀǘƛƻƴΩ όǘƻ increase 

resilience in the face of climate 

challengesύΤ ŀƴŘ ΨDovernance & 

LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΩ. According to Commissioner 

Connie Hedegaard, the proposed tripling 

of the support for climate-related 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ΨΩwill allow us to increase 

support to regional low-carbon and 

climate-resilience strategies and small-

scale climate projects by SMEs, NGOs and 

local authorities". 

The proposal introduces a series of 

innovations intended to strengthen LIFE's 

structure, enhance its strategic role and 

simplify operations through greater 

flexibility while also improving the 

manner in which the programme is 

governed. New aspects are set to include 

a clearer definition of priorities through 

multi-annual work programmes adopted 

in consultation with the Member States; 

and "Integrated Projects" allowing for 

larger-scale implementation of strategies 

for nature, water, air and climate change 

on a territorial basis by mobilising other 

EU, national and private funding sources. 

Further details  

 

 

6 Irish Fisheries Communities to be 

designated for local development 

The Priority Axis 4 of the current 

European Fisheries Fund (EFF) is an 

experimental component supporting the 

sustainable development of areas which 

largely depend on fishing for employment 

through measures to promote economic 

diversification (tourism infrastructure and 

services, food and added value 

production, renewable energy, 

environmental protection...) and an 

improved quality of life. Funding in this 

category is based entirely on a territorial 

approach whereby integrated local 

development strategies are both 

designed and implemented using a 

bottom-up approach where local actors 

from different spheres ς fisheries actors 

and other local private and public 

stakeholders ς collaborate closely in 

ΨŦƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΩ όC[!D{ύ ǘƻ 

ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎȅ 

on fish catches. 

To date, more than 200 fisheries areas in 

16 different Member States have been 

granted support under Axis 4. After a 

major showcase event in Brussels on 3-4 

November, this office has learned that 

ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ с ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ C[!D{ 

is to take place before the end of the 

year. It should be pointed out that 

ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ϵунсΦс Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜen 

provided for 250 FLAGS across 21 

Member States in 2007-2013, the funding 

to be made available in this instance is 

likely to be very limited but that the post-

2014 period should bring greater 

opportunities for the nominated areas 

under the newly announced European 

Maritime & Fisheries Fund (EMFF) (see 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΩǎ Bulletin). 

¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ DG MARE have 

previously advised that if the funding 

ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ C[!D Ŧŀƭƭǎ ōŜƭƻǿ ϵмƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΣ 

activities tend to be limited mainly to soft 

actions or pilot projects in a limited 

number of fields. In such circumstances, 

ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ ΨΩǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ 

mass in terms of human, financial and 

economic resources to support a viable 

ƭƻŎŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΩΩ ŀǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǘŜŘ 

by the EFF Regulation, it may be 

necessary to either develop the strategy  

as part of a broader integrated territorial 

strategy (funded from a  range of 

different sources including various EU 

funds) or to achieve economies of scale 

by having FLAGS share the human 

resources, services and facilities of 

existing local development organisations. 

The danger in such cases is of the 

distinctiveness and added value of FLAGS 

on behalf of fishing communities being 

subsumed and lost amid other emphases.     

FARNET - European Fisheries Area 

Network 

 

 

 

 

Catch up on other recent calls for 
proposals through previous issues of 
this Bulletin: October & November. 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/about/documents/COMM_PDF_COM_2011_0874_F_EN.pdf?reference=IP/11/1526&format=PDF&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/cms/farnet/
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/cms/farnet/
http://www.iro.ie/documents/IrishRegionsBrusselsOffice-EUNewsBulletinno.86October2011.pdf
http://www.iro.ie/documents/IrishRegionsBrusselsOffice-EUNewsBulletinno.87November2011.pdf
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NEWS & POLICY 

Procurement Revision:  
More autonomy to Local Authorities 
and a Services Concessions Directive  

Proposals for the revision and updating of 
the pair of 2004 public procurement 
directives were released on 20 December 
as part of a package aimed at 
modernising and optimising public 
contracts. The Commission published a 
Green paper on the modernisation of 
public procurement legislation for 
consultation at the end of last January. 

Lǘ ƛǎ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΩ 
aspirations ς notably on transparency ς 
have often been curtailed by their 
practical application by public contracting 
authorities.  As procurement is a cross-
cutting issue across a range of EU policy 
agendas, this directly impacts upon the 
achievement of the employment, climate 
change & energy, and combating poverty 
goals set out in the Europe 2020 strategy, 
as well as on the lives of citizens and 
communities through service provision.  

The revision is one of twelve key actions 
ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŀǎǘ !ǇǊƛƭΩǎ {ƛƴƎƭŜ aŀǊƪŜǘ !Ŏǘ 
as levers to boost growth and 
employment in Europe. Its principle goal 
is to create the condition for ΨΩǎƛƳǇƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
more flexible procurement procedures 
for contracting authoritiesΩΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǎŜǘ ǘƻ 
entail significant reductions in 
bureaucracy (e.g. regional and local 
contracting authorities would be able to 
replace the publication of individual 
contract notices by a general notice of 
planned procurement for the coming 
year) coupled with heightened recourse 
to negotiation for contracting authorities 
to better fulfill their needs in a more 
economically advantageous manner.  

Enabling SME access to procurement is to 
be facilitated through a set of strong 
incentives to divide tenders into lots and 
by limiting the financial capacity 
requirements for the submission of a 
tender. 

A further objective is to strengthen 
possibilities for public authorities to 
ǇǳǊǎǳŜ ΨƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǘŀƭΩ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
procurement by ΨΩunderpinning a 

balanced policy which fosters demand for 
environmentally sustainable, socially 
responsible and innovative goods, 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪǎΩΩΦ This will include 
consideration for criteria such as life-
cycle costs or the integration of 
vulnerable and disadvantaged persons 
into the process. 

The wider procurement package also 
contains an initiative to boost the 
visibility (and SME access to) service 
concessions ς contracts where the source 
of revenue for the economic operator is, 
in whole or in part, dependent on the 
right of exploitation of the asset (i.e. the 
maintenance and development of 
infrastructure, such as car parks, or the 
supply of services of general economic 
interest, such as waste disposal). The 
proposed Directive should allow for 
better regulation of this sector ς 
providing public authorities with 
necessary legal certainty ς and is being 
hailed by the Commission as the final 
piece in the jigsaw of the single market 
for public procurement.  

Further details 

 

New State Aid rules for Services of 
General Economic Interest  

Another long-awaited legislative package, 
this time on Services of General Economic 
Interest (SGEI), was also adopted on 20 
December. This sets out a revised set of 
rules on the conditions for state aid, in 
the form of public service compensation, 
that may be considered compatible with 
the EU Treaty. While the Communication 
defines relevant concepts such as 
economic activity, Member States will be 
largely allowed to define whether a 
service is classed as an SGEI or not, 
provided its provision does not unduly 
distort competition. 

The clarification includes a ΨΩŘƛǾŜǊǎƛŦƛŜŘ 
ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴŀǘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΩΩ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ 
simplified rules for SGEIs that are small, 
local in scope or pursuing a social 
objective. In a major broadening of the 
social exemption, services meeting the 
needs of "health and long-term care, 
childcare, access to and reintegration in 

the labour market, social housing and the 
care and social inclusion of vulnerable 
ƎǊƻǳǇǎΩΩ will all now be exempted from 
the obligation of notification to the 
Commission regardless of the amount 
involvedΦ hǘƘŜǊ {D9Lǎ ǾŀƭǳŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿ ϵмр 
million (as opposed to the current ϵ30 
million) per annum are similarly 
exempted.  

The proposed minimum amount below 
which a measure would be deemed free 
of aid (de minimis) would be set at 
ϵрллΣллл ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ. The new 
terms will be applicable from 31 January 
2012. 

Further details 

 

Cohesion Package negotiations - 
Ministers call for recognition of 
territorial circumstances 

According to a progress report by the 
Polish Presidency of the EU Council, 
presented at the General Affairs Council 
on 16 December, most Member States 
regard the Commission's legislative 
proposals on future Cohesion Policy 
arrangements as a good starting point for 
negotiations.  

The meeting, attended on LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ behalf 
by Brendan Howlin TD, Minister for  
Public Expenditure & Reform, presented 
the relevant ministers with a first 
opportunity to discuss the shape of the 
funds for regional development (ERDF), 
social (ESF), agriculture & rural 
development (EAFRD) and maritime & 
fisheries (EMFF) issues for the 2014-2020 
period. 

The desirability of linking Cohesion Policy 
objectives with the Europe 2020 strategy 
has gained widespread support among 
Ministers ς provided this can be achieved 
in a manner reflecting the specific 
circumstances of individual regions and 
territories. Although the Commission had 
proposed devising separate country-
specific recommendations (CSRs), the 
discussions made it clear that this is likely 
to be achieved by reference to the 
respective existing National Reform 
Programmes (NRPs) which identify 
(Europe 2020) targets on employment, 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1580&format=HTML&aged=0&language=en&guiLanguage=en
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/legislation/sgei.html
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research & development, climate change, 
education and poverty; the main 
bottlenecks to reaching them; and 
measures necessary to overcome these.  

All delegations agreed on the need for a 
pronounced thematic concentration in 
Cohesion Policy, and accepted the 
concept of a "menu" of intervention 
approaches. However, a groundswell of 
support is apparent for the need to 
extend the proposed limits for minimal 
allocations for specific types and to leave 
the choice of intervention (within the 
proposed menu) ǘƻ aŜƳōŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜǎΩ 
discretion. The need for greater flexibility, 
in the light of regional specificities and 
differences, was also widely cited as 
being more desirable than any automatic 
approach indicating minimal allocations 
at EU level. 

It would appear that broad consensus has 
been reached on the status of the 
Common Strategic Framework (better 
interlinking the deployment of the 
various funds).  

Progress Report 

 

Interreg study promotes offshore 
energy grid link to Scotland 

A study to assess the feasibility of 
creating an interconnected offshore 
electricity grid based on the wind, wave 
and tidal resources of Ireland, Northern 
Ireland and Scotland was recently 
published by the three relevant 
government departments as part of the 
Interreg-backed ISLES (Irish-Scottish Links 
on Energy Study) project. This argues that 
the proposal is economically viable and 
competitive, including through reduced 
infrastructure costs in jointly developing a 
planned network design, and could 
potentially deliver a range of wider 
economic, environmental and market 
related benefits within a decade. 

The study shows that up to 16.4 GW per 
year could be produced by such a grid. 
Little or no technical problems are 
reported in attaining this target, and any 
environmental constraints can be 
adequately mitigated through 
modifications to routing, positioning and 

applying best practice to construction 
and operating activities. The study does, 
however, find that the number of landfall 
points along the coastal areas of all three 
jurisdictions is significantly restricted due 
to flora and fauna protected areas. 

As well as its own generational capacity, 
the grid would additionally provide a 
crucial connection in enabling export of 
Irish surplus energy output, as well as 
enhancing national energy security.  ISLES 
is also pertinent to the fundamental 
objectƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ 
ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ Ψ/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ CŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΩ 
όǎŜŜ hŎǘƻōŜǊΩǎ .ǳƭƭŜǘƛƴύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ 
proviŘŜ ϵфΦм ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
investments in trans-European energy 
infrastructure. 

 ISLES  

 

Eco-Innovation Action Plan launched 

Emerging from a commitment under the 
9ǳǊƻǇŜ нлнл {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΩǎ LƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ Union 
Flagship Initiative, the new Eco-
Innovation Action Plan (EcoAP) was 
ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ 5D 
Environment on 14 December. This plan 
for green jobs and green growth is 
intended to mark out a series of 
measures by which optimised use can be 
made of existing instruments and new 
resources mobilised to boost the 
development and deployment of 
innovation that reduces pressure on the 
environment or achieves a more efficient 
and responsible use of natural resources. 
The plan complements EU policies on 
innovation, resource efficiency, industry 
and skills to support the transition 
towards smart, sustainable and inclusive 
growth. 

EcoAP arises as a reappraisal of the 
earlier Environmental Technologies 
Action Plan (ETAP) to expand the focus 
from green technologies alone to the 
broader concept of eco-innovation, 
targeting specific bottlenecks, challenges 
and opportunities for achieving 
environmental objectives through 
innovation. This encompasses both 
demand and supply side factors; research 

and industry input; and the deployment 
of policy and financial instruments.  

It also implies an acceleration of the 
deployment of eco-innovation in a cross-
cutting sense with well targeted actions 
across the economy to help create 
stronger and more stable market 
demand. These will include measures in 
the areas of regulatory incentives (using 
environmental policy and legislation to 
promote eco-innovation), procurement, 
standards development, and mobilising 
support for SMEs to improve investment 
readiness. Other key aspects to be 
supported include demonstration 
projects and partnering to bring 
promising, smart and ambitious 
operational technologies to market; and 
the development of emerging skills and 
jobs and related training programmes to 
match labour market needs. 

Further details   

 

New brand to stimulate investment 
in social enterprises  

The financing prospects of entrepreneurs 
and business that have a positive social 
impact and address social objectives as 
their corporate aim, received a shot in 
the arm on 7 December as the 
/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ 5D ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ aŀǊƪŜǘ 
& Services published a proposal for a 
Regulation to lay the foundations for 
stronger social investment funds. The 
growth of this specialised financing sector 
in Europe has been relatively constrained 
to date by comparison with the 
burgeoning development being 
experienced by the social enterprises, 
associations and cooperatives it serves.  

At the heart of the proposed regulatory 
framework to overcome traditional 
obstacles to private financing 
ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŀ Ψ9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ {ƻŎƛŀƭ 
9ƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊǎƘƛǇ CǳƴŘǎΩ ōǊŀƴŘ ƛǎ 
intended to allow potential investors to 
readily identify compliant funds with a 
verifiable strong (at least 70%) focus on 
this type of venture,  and to contribute 
towards establishing a strong European 
social investment market. In a bid to 
boost investor confidence in the sector, 

http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/11/st18/st18097.en11.pdf
http://www.islesproject.eu/
http://europeinnovation.eu/environment/etap/inaction/pdfs/1_en_act_part1_v5.pdf


 

EU News Bulletin No.88, December 2011 

                                                                                                                              www.iro.ie                                                                                    

 

 

 5 

under a common EU framework for 
information, all funds using the new 
brand would be required to publish 
information about the kinds of social 
businesses they target, their selection 
process, the ways in which the fund will 
assist, and monitoring and reporting 
arrangements on social impacts. The 
branding will also act as a passport, 
conferring the right to gather investment 
from across the EU without incurring 
major costs.  

Commenting on the proposal, Internal 
Market Commissioner Michel Barnier 
said: "Social businesses embody just the 
kind of smart, inclusive and sustainable 
growth and innovation that is so 
important for today's European economy. 
Our new measures will help build these 
businesses across Europe, ensuring they 
get the financial support they need so 
that they can grow ς especially in these 
times of crisis." His Employment & Social 
Affairs counterpart Laszlo Andor is on 
ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŀǎ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ 
on job creation, innovation, education, 
social inclusion and climate/energy over 
the next decade require that traditional 
methods of public policy are 
supplemented by approaches to fostering 
growth which are more inclusive, 
contribute to reducing poverty and 
properly utilise human potential by 
investing in and empowering people to 
help themselves and their communities.  

The proposal follows the recent unveiling 
of the Social Business Initiative (see 
hŎǘƻōŜǊΩǎ Bulletin) which will aim to 
promote a highly competitive social 
market economy in connection with the 
Europe 2020 growth strategy. 

Further details 

 

McGowan report seeks cross-border 
action to reduce red tape 

!ǘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴǎ 
(CoR) Plenary Session, the head of the 
Irish delegation, Cllr. Patrick McGowan 
(Donegal County Council and the Border 
Regional Authority), presented his report 
on the European local and regional level 
response to the Commission Green paper 

ΨLess bureaucracy for citizens: promoting 
free movement of public documents and 
recognition of the effects of civil status 
ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΩΦ  

As responsibility for such issues is not an 
issue of EU competence, extensive 
European legislation cannot be created to 
reduce time-consuming and expensive 
bureaucracy for citizens dealing with 
more than one national civil status 
system and set of procedures. Cllr 
aŎDƻǿŀƴΩǎ opinion seeks to identify and 
set in motion practical provisions to 
establish and encourage more collective 
action among different national systems 
in order to inform any potential for 
enhanced integration efforts that may 
exist. The issue is especially apparent in 
an immediate cross-border context ς 
requiring more localised solutions.  

LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ-based civil status system 
is a rarity in European terms in that it 
makes no provision for recording events 
that occur outside Irish borders - resulting 
in incomplete civil status records for 
individuals and little formal contact with 
registrars in many EU countries. Among 
the approaches which have been 
suggested in the draft opinion is 
improved contact and collaboration 
between Member States (and with non-
EU countries) through relevant existing 
inter-governmental organisations as well 
as greater use of electronic approaches to 
the management of registers and 
certification. The opinion also introduces 
issues not mentioned in the Green Paper 
such as seeking improvements on the 
cross-border transmission of civil status 
documentation and the possibility of a 
European Civil Status Office. 

5ǊŀŦǘ /ƻw hǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻƴ Ψ[Ŝǎǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳŎǊŀŎȅ 
for Citizens: Promoting Free Movement 
of Public Documents and Recognition of 
ǘƘŜ 9ŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ /ƛǾƛƭ {ǘŀǘǳǎ wŜŎƻǊŘǎΩ. 

 

 

 

 

 

Innovation Union ς first year 
achievements 

A detailed report on the achievements of 
the first year of the Innovation Union (IU) 
flagship initiative in regard to each of its 
34 commitments was launched by the 
Commission on 5 December. This 
cornerstone of the Europe 2020 growth 
strategy which aims to improve 
conditions and access to finance for 
research and innovation in order that 
innovative ideas can be turned into 
products and services that create growth 
and jobs. 

With 30 out of the 34 IU commitments 
now underway, and all six legislative 
proposals on improving the conditions for 
innovation having already been tabled by 
the Commission, early progress has been 
swift. Milestones reached to date include: 

- The Horizon 2020 consultation to 
shape the future framework 
programme for research, innovation 
and education;  

- Simplification of participation rules in 
FP7, especially for SMEs;  

- Launch of the first European 
Innovation Partnership (bringing 
together public and private actors at 
EU, national and regional level) to 
tackle active and healthy ageing 
issues;  

- Completion of the initial phase of 
European Institute of Innovation & 
Technology and its Knowledge & 
Innovation Communities;  

- A proposal for an EU-wide venture 
capital scheme;  

- Adoption of a proposal to create a 
unitary European patent;  

- Presentation of a standardisation 
package to better support 
innovation;  

- A pilot call for proposals and 
feasibility study to design a support 
scheme for public procurement for 
research and innovation;  

- The new Innovation Union 
{ŎƻǊŜōƻŀǊŘ όǎŜŜ hŎǘƻōŜǊΩǎ Bulletin);  

- The smart specialisation platform to 
support regions to better define their 
research and innovation strengths;  

http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/investment/social_investment_funds_en.htm
http://www.toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5ccivex-v%5cdossiers%5ccivex-v-021%5cEN%5cCDR148-2011_REV1_PA_EN.doc&docid=2794750
http://www.toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5ccivex-v%5cdossiers%5ccivex-v-021%5cEN%5cCDR148-2011_REV1_PA_EN.doc&docid=2794750
http://www.toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5ccivex-v%5cdossiers%5ccivex-v-021%5cEN%5cCDR148-2011_REV1_PA_EN.doc&docid=2794750
http://www.toad.cor.europa.eu/ViewDoc.aspx?doc=cdr%5ccivex-v%5cdossiers%5ccivex-v-021%5cEN%5cCDR148-2011_REV1_PA_EN.doc&docid=2794750
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- Establishing a blueprint for 
Intellectual Property Rights to boost 
creativity and innovation; and  

- The Social Innovation Europe 
initiative, focused on non-
technological innovation.  

Nonetheless, the report highlights that 
efforts need to be stepped up at national 
level to prioritise investments in research 
and innovation and to set aside dedicated 
budgets for public procurement of 
innovative products and services to drive 
demand for innovative solutions. Over 
the coming year, the Commission will be 
stepping up efforts to issue an eco-
innovation action plan and to screen the 
regulatory framework in key areas. It will 
also be reviewing the current approaches 
to innovation in other EU policies, and 
proposing strategies to mainstream 
innovation into all EU policies. 

Report 

Further details 

 

Local Energy Engagement 

The Energy Cities network is seeking local 
authorities to join its new ENGAGE 
campaign - an innovative and 
participative initiative designed to help 
the local level reach its own energy & 
climate objectives and thereby contribute 
to the bigger picture on a European and 
global scale. 

As well as providing a means to share and 
benefit from the experiences of other 
European local authorities, ENGAGE is 
intended to assist with participative PR 
campaigns and the involvement of local 
stakeholders and citizens in reducing 
their energy consumption in concrete and 
quantifiable ways. 

www.citiesengage.eu 
  

RegioStars Awards 

The European Commission has launched 
the RegioStars Awards for 2013. The 
objective of the scheme is to identify 
good practices in regional development 
and to highlight original and innovative 
projects which could be attractive and 

inspiring to other regions. There are five 
categories: Smart Growth, Sustainable 
Growth, Inclusive Growth, Citystar (urban 
development) and information and 
communication. Selected projects (or 
other regional development initiatives) 
will be showcased at a high level 
conference in Brussels. The deadline for 
applying is 20 April 2012. 

Further details 

 

New web portal for local authority 
development work 

A new web portal developed jointly by 
the Committee of the Regions and the 
European Commission's directorate 
general for development cooperation 
(Devco) will help local authorities from 
across Europe to share their experiences 
and forge new development partnerships 
with their counterparts in the developing 
world. Set to go live before the end of the 
year, the portal consists of four main 
elements: the existing Atlas of 
Decentralised Cooperation, which maps 
the activities and aid contributions of 
European local and regional authorities 
and their receiving counterparts in 
developing countries; a decentralised 
cooperation "exchange" which allows 
them to search for new development 
partners; an online library and 
information on development strategies 
and available European funds; and 
discussion forums for sharing 
experiences, information and ideas.   

Further details 

 

EVENTS 

Intelligent Energy Europe 

24 January, Brussels 

Next year's Intelligent Energy ς Europe 
(IEE) Call for Proposals will be published 
shortly and will offer funding 
opportunities for non-technical but 
sustainable energy solutions relating to 
efficiency and rational use (SAVE), 
renewables and diversification of sources 
(ALTENER), transport (STEER) and local 
initiatives. This information day will 

ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭƭΩǎ chosen priorities in 
detail and provide participants with 
opportunities to avail of a series of 
thematic workshops and networking 
sessions as well as bilateral discussions 
with programme staff.  

Register 

 

Global sustainable development 

7-8 February, Brussels 

The European Economic & Social 
Committee conference 'Go sustainable, be 
responsible! European civil society on the 
road to Rio+20' is intended to voice 
European civil society's positions on next 
ǎǳƳƳŜǊΩǎ ¦b {ǳƳƳƛǘ ƻƴ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ 
sustainable development. The hope is to 
reach shared conclusions that will 
contribute to eliminating poverty and 
social injustice whilst preserving natural 
resources for future generations. The 
event will pay special attention to the 
green economy as a means to enhance 
sustainable development within the limits 
of natural resources. 

Further details 
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