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FUNDING, NETWORKING & 
PROJECTS 

Maritime & Fisheries fund unveiled 

On 2 December, the European 
Commission proposed that, of a total 
ōǳŘƎŜǘ ƻŦ ϵтΦр ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
fisheries and maritime affairs for 2014-
нлнлΣ ϵсΦр billion would be earmarked for 
the European Maritime & Fisheries Fund 
(EMFF). The new fund expands the range 
of the current European Fisheries Fund 
(EFF), which will run its course in 2013.  

The EMFF is geared to address the 
ambitious sustainability requirements 
recommended in the reformed Common 
Fisheries Policy (CFP) which is currently 
under negotiation, as well as taking 
account of the objectives of the Europe 
2020 strategy. As such, with the intention 
of contributing to vibrant employment 
creation, it will prioritise investments 
related to incentivising the transition to 
sustainable fishing practices to reverse 
declines in stocks; energy efficiency and 
reduction of the carbon footprint; 
environmental protection of marine 
ecosystems including through scientific 
input; improved product quality; and 
quality of life in coastal areas.  

!ƭƳƻǎǘ ϵр ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƛǎ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ 
for supporting fisheries, aquaculture and 
the bottom-up local development of 
coastal communities. This is to cover 
social and economic activities in the form 
of aid for small-scale fishing; training and 
investments in safety and improved 
working conditions; and diversification of 
maritime activities, including tourism, 
catering and added-value products. By 
contrast, a number of previously-
supported activities will no longer be 
eligible. These are: increases to fishing 
vessel's capacity; the building of new 
vessels; dismantling or import of vessels; 
temporary cessation of fishing activity;  

 

 

 

 

 

 

experimental fisheries; transfer of 
ownership of fishing companies; and 
(most) stock recovery operations. 

! ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ϵм ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
earmarked for control measures, data 
collection and implementing the 
Integrated Maritime Policy (IMP). The 
latter will provide support for activities 
where greater cooperation and 
coordination across national jurisdictions 
and sectors can help avoid duplications 
and reduce costs such as maritime spatial 
planning, maritime surveillance and 
marine knowledge. In its current form, 
the establishing of a support programme 
for the development of an IMP for 2011-
2013 has recently bŜŜƴ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ŀ ϵпл 
million budget by the European 
Parliament. 

The EMFF will be better aligned than its 
predecessor with the regional, social and 
rural development funds under a 
regulation establishing common rules and 
implementing arrangements and enabling 
a blending of the different sources of EU 
support where necessary without 
overlap. The total budget will be 
allocated to the Member States based on 
the importance of the fisheries sector in 
each country. Each Member State will 
design an operational programme for 
approval by the Commission, specifying 
how they intend to spend the money 
allocated. Decisions on precisely which 
projects or activities are to be financed 
will be made nationally. 

Further details 

 

New financing stream for SME 
research & innovation 

A new guarantee facility to assist 
innovative small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) with accessing finance 
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for investment in research and innovation 
activities was launched by the European 
Commission and the European 
Investment Bank (EIB) on 5 December. 
The risk-sharing instrument (RSI) for 
SMEs is modeled on the success of the 
large-scale Risk-Sharing Finance Facility 
(RSFF) under the 7th Research 
Framework Programme as a means of 
unlocking significant new investment for 
firms. 

The RSI version will be managed by the 
European Investment Fund (EIF) which 
will provide participating banks with 
guarantees covering specific lending to 
SMEs undertaking research, development 
or innovation, for investments in assets 
(tangible or intangible) and/or working 
capital. The loans and leases may amount 
to between ϵнрΣллл ŀƴŘ ϵтΦр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ όŀƴ 
ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ ϵнΦп Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ 
each case with repayment periods over 
two to seven years. This will have the 
effect of freeing up more affordable 
lending. It is being particularly aimed 
towards enabling dynamic and fast-
growing start-up SMEs to grow their 
businesses. 

It is intended to expand the scheme from 
2014 onwards as part of the Horizon 2020 
Framework Programme for Research & 
LƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǘƛƳŜΣ ǳǇ ǘƻ ϵмΦн 
billion is expected to be unlocked by 
banks for SME use over the next two 
years. 

Additionally, the EIB and the Commission 
ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ϵолл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 
infrastructure. 

Further details 

 

COSME: future enterprise 
competitiveness programme  

According to a Commission 
announcement on 30 November, the 
current enterprise aspects of the 
Competitiveness & Innovation 
Programme (CIP) are set to be largely 
replaced in 2014-2020 by COSME, 
ΨΩǘƘŜ Programme for the Competitiveness 
ƻŦ 9ƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ {a9ǎΩΩ. The main 
concern of this ϵнΦр ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
initiative will be with promoting easier 

access to business finance. This is to be 
provided through two forms of 
investment: an equity facility for growth-
phase investment will give SMEs access to 
commercially-oriented reimbursable 
equity financing primarily in the form of 
venture capital through financial 
intermediaries, while a loan facility will 
provide SMEs with direct or other risk-
sharing arrangements (again, through 
financial intermediaries) to cover loans. 
Until recently, this element was being 
ǘŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 
/ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ϧ {a9 ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩ όǎŜŜ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΩǎ Bulletin). 

Additional aspects of COSME will revolve 
around improving access to EU and global 
markets (including continued support of 
the Enterprise Europe Network to 
facilitate business expansion abroad), and 
encouraging an entrepreneurial culture, 
including the creation of new firms. Its 
particular target audience will comprise 
established firms, in particular SMEs; 
entrepreneurs, particularly citizens who 
want to become self-employed yet face 
difficulties in setting up or developing 
their own business; and Member States' 
authorities, who will be better assisted in 
their efforts to elaborate and implement 
effective policy reform. 

A strong emphasis is being placed on 
simplified procedures to enable small 
businesses to benefit from the financing. 

Further details 

 

Ψ/ǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩ Ǉƭŀƴǎ 

! ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ϵмΦу ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŦǳƴŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇort 

the cultural and creative industries in 

Europe was announced on 23 November 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǾŜƛƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ 

proposals for the new 'Creative Europe' 

programme for the period 2014-2020. 

Intended to integrate the areas of focus 

of the longstanding MEDIA and CULTURE 

programmes, the new framework 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƻƴ 

targeting support to improve the 

prospects of artists, professionals and 

cultural organisations who are active in a 

sector which directly employs 8.5 million 

European citizens. This includes a strong 

emphasis on assistance in accessing new 

markets in Europe and beyond through 

training to strengthen capacity to work 

internationally (e.g. on language issues) 

or through direct support (e.g. with 

distribution of cultural works). Support 

for efforts to adapt to the digital era will 

also be available. 

The largest chunk of the fund ς ϵфлл 

million ς is being provided to the cinema 

and audiovisual sector (including TV and 

ǾƛŘŜƻ ƎŀƳƛƴƎύ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ϵрлл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ 

is destined for cultural actions relating to 

music, publishing, performing arts, fine 

arts, heritage and other areas. In both 

cases this represents a sizeable increase 

on the current allocations to the MEDIA 

and CULTURE programmes respectively. 

The Commission is also proposing a sub-

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ϵнмл 

million to a new financial guarantee 

facility, which would attract extra funding 

from investors on the basis of risk sharing 

with the EU, thereby enabling small 

ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ϵм ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ 

bank loans. This is recognition that other 

EU risk sharing initiatives (see articles 

above) are not appropriate to the 

specificities of cultural and creative 

industries which tend to be smaller in 

stature, work on a non-mass production 

basis, and deal in intangible assets such 

as intellectual property rights.  

Another cross-cutting element will 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ϵсл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ 

and studies for policy cooperation and 

fostering innovative approaches to 

audience-building and new business 

models. 

Further details  

 

 

Horizon 2020 structure: Focus on 

enterprises, products and societal 

challenges 

To judge from the package of measures 

released on 30 November, Horizon 2020, 

the eight framework programme on 

research and innovation, will be based 

around a philosophy of more business-

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1505&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/11/852
http://ec.europa.eu/culture/creative-europe/index_en.htm
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oriented approach, favouring actions 

aimed at creating innovative products 

and services that provide business 

opportunities and change daily life for the 

better. Its ϵул ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ budget for 2014-

2020 will stretch across three priorities: 

1) Ψ9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜϥ όϵнпΦс ōƛƭƭƛƻƴύ 

- The European Research Council 
(ERC), responsible for innovative 
ŦǊƻƴǘƛŜǊ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ όϵмоΦн ōƛƭƭƛƻƴύΤ 

- Development in future and emerging 
ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ όϵоΦм ōƛƭƭƛƻƴύΤ 

- Marie Curie Actions to fund training, 
mobility and career development of 
ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ όϵрΦтр ōƛƭƭƛon); 

- Developing priority research 
ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ όϵнΦп ōƛƭƭƛƻƴύΦ 

2) ΨLƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇϥ όϵмтΦф ōƛƭƭƛƻƴύ 
ς to facilitate investments in 
innovation and key enabling 
technologies including 
nanotechnologies, biotechnology, 
space, photonics, microelectronics, 
advanced materials and advanced 
manufacturing and processing ς as 
well as greater access to capital and 
support for SMEs.  

3) Ψ.ŜǘǘŜǊ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩ ς tackling major 
societal challenges relating to: 

- Health, demographic change and 
well-being;  

- Food security, sustainable 
agriculture, marine and maritime 
research and the bio-economy;  

- Secure, clean and efficient energy;  

- Smart, green and integrated 
transport;  

- Inclusive, innovative and secure 
societies; and 

- Climate action, resource efficiency 
and raw materials. 

Prospects for local and regional 
authorities would seem to rest with the 
ǘƘƛǊŘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǾŀƭǳŜŘ ŀǘ ϵомΦт 
billion. This will be particularly true if the 
Regions of Knowledge sub-programme is 
transferred to Interreg as being 
ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ όǎŜŜ hŎǘƻōŜǊΩǎ Bulletin). 

In a bid to address major issues for 
society, a ϵнΦу ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
set aside for the European Institute of 

Innovation & Technology (EIT) to bring 
together the expertise of higher 
education institutions, research centres 
and businesses on a cross-border public-
private-partnership basis. This will 
expand the Knowledge and Innovation 
Communities (KICs) hubs approach 
beyond the current focus on sustainable 
energy, climate change and ICT to six new 
themes: innovation for healthy living and 
active ageing; sustainable food supply 
chain; raw materials including recycling; 
added value and sustainable 
manufacturing; innovative ICT solutions 
to security issues; and urban mobility. 

Major simplifications in the application 
and project management procedures, 
should mean that funding proves easier 
to access thanks to this simpler 
programme architecture, a single set of 
rules and reduced red tape. A 100-day 
goal for the time needed from application 
to start-up payment is envisaged.  

Synergies with the instruments of EU 
Cohesion Policy are also to be explored in 
a bid to widen the range of participants ς 
particularly among innovative businesses. 
This model will in part be based on 
Horizon 2020 providing policy advice and 
support to potential centres of excellence 
in underperforming regions while the 
Structural Funds assist with the upgrading 
of infrastructure and equipment. 

The Commission proposal will now be 
discussed by the Council and the 
European Parliament, with a view to 
adoption before the end of 2013. 

Further details 

 

 

/ƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ Ψ/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ 

CŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΩ 

The European Commission has recently 

issued a proposal for a 

regulation on the Ψ/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ Europe 

CŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΩ ό/9Cύ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŀƴŎe investment 

priorities in transport, energy and digital 

ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ όǎŜŜ hŎǘƻōŜǊΩǎ 

Bulletin for analysis). In order to feed the 

local and regional perspective into the 

legislative process, the Committee of the 

Regions will be adopting an opinion on 

this issue in the new year and would like 

to consult widely with local and regional 

authorities.  

A brief questionnaire has been designed 

seeking input from these levels on issues 

such as how local and regional authorities 

will be involved in the decision-making 

process by Member States, the impact on 

territorial planning and development 

strategies, and specific challenges and 

border regions. Contributions may be 

submitted until 15 January 2012. 

Questionnaire 

 

LIFE+ for SMEs 

Ahead the 2012 EU LIFE+ environment 

programme call for proposals, which is 

expected to be published around 

February-March of next year, making 

available ƻǾŜǊ ϵнрл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ, some 

pointers for applying have been 

published within the ΨǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΩ 

section of the ECAP (Environmental 

Compliance Assistance Programme for 

SMEs) online forum. In recent years, 

SMEs have been the principal Irish 

recipients of LIFE+ funding.  

Further details  

 

Project: Dublin ς a resilient, 

sustainable city 

Representatives of 16 European cities, as 

well as research institutions and the 

Climate Alliance city network, gathered in 

Dublin on 11 November to launch the 

recently-approved TURaS (Transitioning 

towards Urban Resilience and 

Sustainability) project. Supported by the 

Environment sub-programme of the 

Seventh Framework Research 

Programme to the tune ƻŦ ϵсΦт ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΣ 

TURaS aims to enable cities and their 

ǊǳǊŀƭ ƘƛƴǘŜǊƭŀƴŘǎ ΩΩǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ 

the face of significant sustainability 

ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΩΩΦ Its next five years will entail 

researchers, local authorities and 

business interests from the partner cities 

working together to create new 

ΨǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎΩ ǘƻ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘ Řŀƛƭȅ 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/index_en.cfm?pg=home
http://portal.cor.europa.eu/subsidiarity/news/Pages/ConnectingEuropeFacility.aspx
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/forums/ECAP/
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life in the face of negative environmental 

effects and climate risks while also acting 

to reduce their urban ecological 

footprint.  

The overall project is coordinated by UCD 

and includes Dublin City Council as 

partners. Investigating the feasibility of 

using derelict sites to increase urban 

biodiversity and improve urban 

community life will be the principle focus 

for Dublin while other cities will address 

issues such as mitigating against higher 

flood risks and looking at new approaches 

to dealing with rain water such as green 

walls and roofs. An important element of 

the project will revolve around engaging 

with local citizens to get their input on 

sustainability issues in order ǘƻ ΨΩŎƻ-

ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΩΩ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ 

to Dublin City Planner Dick Gleeson. 

http://www.turas-cities.org/ 

 

Project Proposal: Adult Learning and 

Europe 2020 

A new European project supported by the 

Grundtvig adult education programme 

was launched in Brussels on 29 

November. REALM (Regional Adult 

Learning Multipliers) emerged from a 

recognised need to better connect this 

sector and its actors at the local and 

regional level with EU policy 

developments with a view to both 

enhancing the adult learning agenda, 

where EU policies are often 

unintentionally excluded, and to 

supporting a better formulation and 

delivery of EU policies to this target 

group. 

The project will contribute to addressing 

this gap by focusing on how the seven 

key Flagship Initiatives of the Europe 

2020 Strategy, which reflect the major 

areas of challenge for the EU in the 

coming years, are of relevance to this 

sector. It is hoped that lessons learnt can 

input into future reviews of the strategy 

from an adult learning perspective and 

thus have far-reaching impacts.  

It will seek to make this connection 

through the delivery of four seminars in 

Brussels over the next 12 

months focusing on: 

(1) Ψ9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ tƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ tƻǾŜǊǘȅΩ 
and the European Year 2012 of 
Active Ageing; 

(2) Ψ¸ƻǳǘƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǾŜΩ ŀƴŘ ΨbŜǿ {ƪƛƭƭǎ 
ŀƴŘ WƻōǎΩΤ 

(3) ΨLƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ 
!ƎŜƴŘŀ ŦƻǊ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩΤ and 

όпύ ΨwŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ 9ŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩ ϧ Ψŀƴ 
LƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ tƻƭƛŎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Dƭƻōŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ 9ǊŀΩΦ 

Local and regional adult learning officials 
may avail of a limited number of places 
available for regions to join the project's 
seminars on a travel-paid basis.  

Other major milestones will include: 

- Inviting regions to contribute good-
practice case studies; 

- Developing materials on the Flagship 

Initiatives for dissemination across 

Europe; 

- Establishing a network of regional 
practitioners  

Presentation of the project 

www.realm-project.eu  

(under construction) 

Contact: John Fitzgibbon, 
selp@selp.org.uk, before 14 December to 
indicate an initial interest. 

 

Project proposal:  Social Services for 

Single Mothers  

A project proposal relating to Social 

Services for Single Mothers is seeking 

Irish cities to take part in a bid to be 

presented in response to the URBACT II 

tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 

published in December. This third and 

final call will support the creation of 19 

new Thematic Networks among cities to 

develop a flow of policy exchange on the 

issue among actors and stakeholders. 

Additionally, the project envisages 

allowing for small-scale pilot projects to 

test new methods of providing targeted 

and efficient services to single mothers 

and for large-scale involvement of local 

stakeholders. A brief discussion 

document is available from this office 

upon request.  

The deadline for submission of a joint bid 

is likely to be mid-March 2012. Funding of 

ϵоллΣллл ς ϵтллΣллл ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ 

between approximately 10 cities can be 

expected if the bid is successful. To date 

Dublin City Council and Dun Laoghaire - 

Rathdown County Council have become 

involved in URBACT II thematic Network 

projects. 

www.urbact.eu 

Contact : Giovanni Billi, 

g.billi@comune.fi.it 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catch up on previous calls for 
proposals through other issues of this 
Bulletin: September & October. 

Partner search requests received for 
joint funding bids and/or knowledge 
exchange: 

- Extend and exploiting the value of 

social enterprise business models 

and higher education approaches 

(ERASMUS Multilateral Project) 

(urgent: contact 
epalmer@225sw.eu) 

- Enabling disabled adults to enter 

or remain in the labour force 

through developing social and 

micro-enterprises which meet the 

needs of a particular economic 

sector (PROGRESS ς Social 

Experimentation) (urgent: contact 

karen.ahmed@lbbd.gov.uk) 

- 5ŜǾƛǎƛƴƎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ΨŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΩ 

marketing strategies for small but 

growing commuter-belt towns by 

combining planning system and 

local tourism initiatives elements 

(Leonardo da Vinci).  

- Developing a forum for smarter 

systems and predictive models for 

road traffic management in large 

cities (networking request).  

http://www.turas-cities.org/
http://www.aer.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/Commissions/InstitutionalAffairs/EventsAndMeetings/2011/REALM_presentation-_final.ppt
http://www.realm-project.eu/
mailto:selp@selp.org.uk
http://www.urbact.eu/
mailto:g.billi@comune.fi.it
http://www.iro.ie/documents/IrishRegionsBrusselsOffice-EUNewsBulletinno.85September2011.pdf
http://www.iro.ie/documents/IrishRegionsBrusselsOffice-EUNewsBulletinno.86October2011.pdf
mailto:epalmer@225sw.eu)(ERASMUS
mailto:teresa.coe@lbbd.gov.uk
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NEWS & POLICY 

ΨaŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ 
hŎŜŀƴ !ǊŜŀΩ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ 

The long-awaited macro-regional strategy 
ŦƻǊ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ŀǊŜŀ ǳǇ ǘƻ нлнл ς an 
element of the EU Integrated Maritime 
Policy (IMP) ς was finally adopted by the 
Commission on 21 November. The 
Ψ5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀ aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
!ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ hŎŜŀƴ !ǊŜŀΩ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ 
intended to provide a significant growth 
and employment boost to the 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ΨΩǎŜŀ 
ōŀǎƛƴΩΩ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ς the coasts, territorial 
waters and waters under the jurisdiction 
of Ireland, France, Portugal, Spain and the 
United Kingdom, as well as adjacent 
international waters.  

This is to be achieved by creating the 
conditions under which transnational and 
trans-sectoral synergies can be applied 
and activity can be streamlined to mutual 
benefit across both traditional maritime 
sectors and in relation to the emerging 
ΨōƭǳŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΩ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ offshore 
renewables, aquaculture and mining. 
Among the tools which are set to be 
deployed in order to achieve these aims 
are maritime spatial planning, research 
activities to share better knowledge of 
the marine environment, and surveillance 
of maritime space. As such, the strategy 
corresponds with the proposed direction 
of the newly announced European 
Maritime & Fisheries Fund (EMFF) (see 
article above). 

The Commission's communication 
identifies problems and challenges, takes 
stock of measures and initiatives already 
implemented and provides for extensive 
stakeholder engagement in the 
development of an Action Plan to be 
implemented from 2013 onwards. A key 
plank of this process will be the creation 
ƻŦ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ Ψ!ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ŦƻǊǳƳΩ ŦƻǊ 

stakeholder ideas. This is envisaged as 
comprising working groups focused on 
the issues and opportunities identified in 
the communication and will operate in 
2012 and 2013 before being dissolved. It 
is envisaged that the outcome of this 
process will be a development strategy 
for the Atlantic area, to include identified 
priority measures and flagship projects. 
This is likely to be adopted during the 
Irish Presidency of the European Council 
in 2013. 

Further details 

 

Water efficiency in buildings 

At in excess of 200 litres per person per 
day, Ireland has the third highest 
residential water consumption rate in the 
EU according to 2011 figures. The norm is 
160 litres. 

!ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ 
paper on water protection, on 16 
November the Commission launched a 
consultation on a range of policy options 
to reduce the consumption patterns of 
buildings of all kinds. As laid out in the 
discussion document, EU-wide options 
under consideration and being put to 
stakeholders for reaction include 
voluntary or mandatory water 
performance ratings and audits, 
minimum water performance 
requirements, and certification schemes 
for water reuse. Aside from the 
structures themselves, voluntary or 
mandatory labeling and efficiency 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǿŀǘŜǊπǳǎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ 
such as toilets are also being considered. 
Horizontal measures such as water 
metering, price realignment and public 
awareness-raising are also envisaged.  

The 2012 plan will be based on an EU 
assessment of the river basin 
management plans submitted by 
Member States in recent years under the 
Water Framework Directive, and will 
include a major emphasis on better 
integrating water policy into other EU 
policy areas such as the Common 
Agricultural Policy and cohesion funding ς 
possibly in relation to issues such as 
natural water retention and sustainable 
urban drainage.  

The commission also plans to launch a 
European Innovation Partnership on 
water efficiency in 2013 which should 
bring public and private interests 
together.  

Consultation 

Deadline: 8 February 2012 

 Background paper  

 

Environmental non-compliance: 
ϵрлōƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎƻǎǘΧŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 

A recent report on behalf of the 
European Commission has estimated the 
costs of not fully implementing current 
binding EU environmental targets to have 
ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ϵрл ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ 
if resulting health-related expenditure 
and litigation in cases of legal 
ƛƴŦǊƛƴƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǊŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊŜŘ ƛƴΦ ΨThe costs of 
not implementing the environmental 
ŀŎǉǳƛǎΩ attempts to quantify the benefits 
of full compliance with environmental 
laws and policies as well as the other side 
of the coin when these are not properly 
implemented ς mainly in terms of 
benefits which are not realised. 

With EU Environment Commissioner 
WŀƴŜȊ tƻǘƻőƴƛƪ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƳŀŘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ 
implementation a priority of his tenure, 
the report focusses on six DG 
Environment areas: waste, biodiversity, 
water, air, chemicals and noise. While 
there are large uncertainties in some 
areas due to a lack of data on the 
implementation gap, the authors suggest 
that, for most sectors, the cost of not 
implementing legislation is actually higher 
than the full compliance cost.  

Quite apart from the current situation, 
when measured against full compliance 
with agreed future targets (2015 or 
2020), the costs associated with 
implementation gaps across the six areas 
are quantified as being significantly 
multiplied to stand at a startling ϵнлл-
300 billion per annum. With so much of 
this environmental legislation being 
primarily reliant on local authorities 
putting it into effect, this can be seen as 
further evidence that consulting with 
experienced practitioners at this level in 
advance of developing EU legislation 
makes sense.  

Contact the office for further details. 

We can also circulate your own draft 

project ideas to regions across Europe 

as required. 

http://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/policy/sea_basins/atlantic_ocean/documents/com_2011_782_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/water_efficiency.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/pdf/summary_water_efficiency.pdf
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Report  

 

Ministers seek EU ocean energy 
support  

On the occasion of the 24 November 
Energy Council meeting, a joint formal 
announcement by the newly created 
Member States Ocean energy Interest 
Group ς comprising Governments of 
Ireland (Minister Pat Rabbitte), the UK, 
Spain, Portugal, France, Denmark and 
Norway - called on the EU to give its full 
backing to the development of the 
massive ocean energy resources that 
ŜȄƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ ǿŀǘŜǊǎΦ  

The accompanying Member State 
tƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ tŀǇŜǊΣ Ψ¢ƻǿŀǊŘǎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ 
industrial leadership in Ocean Energy in 
нлнлΩΣ ǳǊƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ŧǳƭƭȅ 
recognise the potential contribution from 
Ocean Energy to meeting the EU's climate 
change and energy security objectives 
(reckoned to be up to 15 per cent of EU 
energy demand) and to come forward 
with the necessary financial support for 
ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ 
particularly targeting the EU Strategic 
Energy Technology (SET) Plan to 
accelerate the development and 
deployment of cost-effective low carbon 
technologies.  

Member State Position Paper on Ocean 
Energy 

 

Irish climate policy standards 
slipping 

It is not only the economic ratings 
agencies who rank national performance 
ŀƴŘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ΨŘƻǿƴƎǊŀŘŜǎΩΦ {ƛƴŎŜ нлмлΣ the 
WWF environmental organisation and 
Ecofys have been providing their own 
ΨŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǘǊŀŎƪŜǊΩ ōȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻ 
compare the climate and energy policies 
of EU Member States according to a 
sliding scale. The tool offers an up-to-
date snapshot of greenhouse gas 
emission controls across the EU using a 
country-by-country and sector-by-sector 
analysis to measure the impact of policies 
and their effectiveness based on 83 
indicators of level of ambition, financial 

backing and likelihood of 
implementation.   

Having initially been classed among the 
top performers (alongside Denmark, 
Germany and Sweden) in the current 
report (published on 1 December) which 
accompanies the tracker, Ireland now 
finds itself as one of five EU Member 
States whose overall performance has 
deteriorated sufficiently over the last 
ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ƳŜǊƛǘ ŀ ŘƻǿƴƎǊŀŘŜ όǘƻ Ψ9Ω ǎǘŀǘǳǎύΦ 
The shelving of the draft Climate Change 
Bill is mentioned as a key factor in this 
decision while cutting or suspending 
support for green power, heat and 
transport is similarly instanced. The 
introduction of a National Biofuels 
Obligation Scheme and planned 
expansion of renewable electricity 
generation feed-in tariffs are more 
positive developments in the eyes of the 
authors. 

Spain, the Netherlands, Slovakia and 
Bulgaria also went backwards in 2011 
with most of the reversals in policy 
seeming to result directly from the 
financial crisis. Overall, the picture is of 
underwhelming performance ς even by 
the highest-ranked countries who fall well 
ǎƘƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ Ψ!Ω ǊŀǘƛƴƎΦ ²ƛǘƘ пл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
policies assessed emerging from Brussels, 
this is largely blamed on poor 
implementation of EU law. The report 
estimates that only one third of the 
policies needed to cut EU greenhouse gas 
emissions by 80-95% by 2050 are 
currently in place and calls for more 
ambitious EU action - in particular, the 
tightening of emissions trading, where it 
claims little has been done to address the 
responsibility of industry, and energy 
efficiency rules. It also finds few 
innovative policies in evidence on the 
climate effects of forestry and 
agriculture.  

Nonetheless, nine Member States 
showed year-on-year improvements in 
their standings. Among the notable 
positive developments cited by the 
ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ 5ŜƴƳŀǊƪΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 
fossil-ŦǳŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ōȅ нлрлΤ {ǿŜŘŜƴΩǎ 
amendments to carbon and energy taxes; 
new transport taxes and support for 

insulation in Austria; and the introduction 
of an afforestation scheme in Bulgaria.  

http://www.climatepolicytracker.eu/ 

 

Energy Efficiency Workshop 

Papers and presentations from a 29-30 
November conference and workshop on 
Ψ/ƻƘŜǎƛƻƴ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ 
ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ƛƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΩ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ 
available online. The event brought 
together experts from Member States, 
civil society, the academic world and the 
EU Institutions to discuss EU-level 
developments on this issue which will 
impact on the implementation of funding 
programmes in the 2014-2020 period. 

These include a prospective ring-fencing 
of Structural Funds ERDF allocations to be 
used for low carbon economy actions as 
well as the need to use EU support to 
leverage extensive private funding. The 
event examined the current use of 
Financial Engineering Instruments such as 
the JESSICA programme for investment in 
sustainable urban development as well as 
the prospect of better linkages between 
regional programmes and with the 
Horizon 2020 research & innovation 
programme. 

Further details 

 

CoR pushes local & regional 
authority staff mobility 

The Committee of the Regions has 
recently adopted an own-initiative 
ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻƴ Ψ9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
Mobility for Local and Regional Authority 
{ǘŀŦŦΨΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ƛƴǘŜƴded for the 
attention of the other EU Institutions, 
proposes that the Commission conduct a 
feasibility study with a view to setting up 
an exchange programme to support the 
development of European and 
international secondment arrangements 
as part of these lŜǾŜƭǎΩ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ 
training systems.  

This is argued as a means to improve 
cooperation between cities and regions ς 
thereby strengthening the territorial 
dimension of European integration (as 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/enveco/economics_policy/pdf/report_sept2011.pdf
http://www.decc.gov.uk/assets/decc/11/meeting-energy-demand/wave-tidal/3610-position-paper-towards-euro-ind-leader.pdf
http://www.decc.gov.uk/assets/decc/11/meeting-energy-demand/wave-tidal/3610-position-paper-towards-euro-ind-leader.pdf
http://www.climatepolicytracker.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/newsroom/detail.cfm?id=149
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/conferences/energy2011nov/index_en.cfm
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per the Treaty of Lisbon) and involving 
local and regional authorities in the 
design and implementation of the Europe 
2020 Strategy flagship initiatives ς 
ƴƻǘŀōƭȅ Ψ!ƴ !ƎŜƴŘŀ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƧƻōǎΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ¸ƻǳǘƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǾŜΩ - by 
sharing innovative and creative 
approaches to local economic 
development and to developing modern 
and efficient administrations. The paper 
suggests that an Internet portal bringing 
together best practice, projects, 
information on the legal and economic 
conditions for mobility, and opportunities 
should be established as a basis for 
informed action. 

The paper also calls on Member States to 
consult with the social partners and 
introduce legal provisions (covering rights 
and obligations) and framework 
conditions (defining criteria such as 
professional and language skills required 
duration, and added value) providing for 
the sending and receiving of their own 
permanent and temporary staff via 
European and international mobility. 

Opinion 

 

EIB loan for ESB networks 

¢ƘŜ 9{.Ωǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƎramme to 
develop smarter and more sustainable 
electricity network infrastructure over 
2012 and 2013 will be able to avail of 
ϵнор Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
European Investment Bank (EIB) after a 
new loan facility was signed on 17 
November. This sum will provide half of 
the funding for key enhancements to  
transmission and distribution links from 
wind farms and for improvements to the 
efficiency and capability of the electricity 
networks to facilitate greater integration 
of renewable energy sources. The 
technical design phase of a national smart 
metering programme, and the initial 
phase of installation of charging 
infrastructure for electric vehicles across 
Ireland are also elements of the package. 

Further details 

 

ΨHow regions and cities shape EU 
legislationΩ 

The Committee of the Regions has put 
together a brochure showcasing what it 
sees as its concrete contribution, on 
behalf ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 
levels, to developing EU legislation. Seven 
specific areas are covered where success 
stories from 2010-2011 are highlighted. 
These relate to efforts to mainstream 
multi-level governance; securing 
investment in regional development; 
lessening administrative bureaucracy in 
Territorial Cooperation programmes; 
solving environmental and climate 
challenges; forging policies on 
cooperation beyond the EU; the input of 
ǘƘŜ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9¦ 
democratic process; and the European 
Heritage Label.  

 ΨMaking a Difference: how regions and 
ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ǎƘŀǇŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜϥǎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΩ 

 

wŜǇƻǊǘΥ Ψ/ƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ¢ƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩ 

A new report, produced by DG REGIO, 
looks at how EU regional policy initiatives 
could support towns and cities to tackle 
the challenges of the future. It 
considers the development of a vision for 
possible models for cities and towns in 
the future.  

Report 

 

EVENTS 

Architecture & Urbanism 

11 January 2012, Brussels 

¢ƘŜ Ψbƻƴ-City, Next-City? From urban 
ǎǇǊŀǿƭ ǘƻ ǳǊōŀƴ ǎƻǳƭ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩ 
conference is being jointly organised by 
the European Forum for Architectural 
tƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
Urban Intergroup and will examine how 
architecture and urbanism can 
strengthen Europe in terms of creating 
better living environments, with more 
value, attraction and spatial quality.  

Further details 

 

Atlantic Area: Marine Economy 

7 February 2012, Malahide 

The Atlantic Area (AA) Interreg 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ΨǘƘŜ aŀǊƛƴŜ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅ 
ς a key component of the Atlantic 
{ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΩ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘΦ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ 
for Agriculture, Marine & Food, Mr. 
Simon Coveney, T.D. will deliver the key 
note address and a high-ranking 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ 5D 
Maritime & Fisheries will detail the 
relative policy framework in the light of 
the recent launch of the strategy. Other 
speakers examining prospects for 
ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ 
sector will include representatives from 
the Conference of Peripheral & Maritime 
Regions (CPMR), the Marine Institute, the 
AA Programme authorities and a 
selection of their approved marine 
projects.  

www.bmwassembly.ie 

Contact: mobrien@bmwassembly.ie 

 

. 

 
Working for LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ 

local and regional levels in Europe 
 

Rond-Point Schuman, 11 
B-1040 Brussels 

www.iro.ie 
     
 Robert Collins            Ronan Gingles 
   Head of Office             EU Policy, Research                                          
                                        & Communications 
      
 robert.collins@iro.ie     ronan.gingles@iro.ie  

Tel: +3222331122       Tel: +3222331120 

GSM: +32498120821   GSM: +32493203666  

Reproduction of content is authorised  
provided the source is acknowledged. 

. 

The staff of this office can be requested 

to attend events or provide 

representation at meetings in Brussels 

on behalf of local and regional 

authorities. 

http://coropinions.cor.europa.eu/CORopinions.aspx
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=BEI/11/171&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.flexmail.eu/l-b511f2a4d2fbc184c7daee33bfeaf265388138ac26f2049c
http://www.flexmail.eu/l-b511f2a4d2fbc184c7daee33bfeaf265388138ac26f2049c
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/studies/pdf/citiesoftomorrow/citiesoftomorrow_final.pdf
http://www.efap-fepa.eu/images/NEXT_CITY.pdf
http://www.imdo.ie/NR/rdonlyres/DE3B8B0F-07AF-4667-B48F-8630FE35712E/0/brochre2011.pdf
mailto:mobrien@bmwassembly.ie
http://www.iro.ie/
mailto:robert.collins@iro.ie
mailto:ronan.gingles@iro.ie

